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Coexistence - Holocaust - Memory 
January 22, 2006 - April 2, 2006 
Reception Sunday, January 22, 2-5 p.m. 
A vanished world comes to life at Seton Hall University's Walsh Library Gallery in the exhibit, "The Jews 
of Czestochowa: Coexistence-Holocaust-Memory," which will run from Sunday, January 22, 2006 
through Sunday, April 2, 2006.  An opening reception will take place on January 22, from 2 - 5 p.m.  The 
program will begin at 3:30 p.m. with remarks by Alan M. Silberstein, a Sister Rose Thering Endowment 
board member, and Sigmund A. Rolat, exhibit co-organizer, and Luna Kaufman, endowment chair and 
Holocaust survivor. Exhibition hours are Monday through Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and by 
appointment. The public is cordially invited to attend the opening event.  For more information about 
the exhibit or the endowment, please call (973) 761-9005. 
 
Through historical photographs and maps, artifacts and biographical videos, the exhibit chronicles 
Jewish community life in Czestochowa, Poland from the 17th century through the early 1900s, followed 
by an account of its near extinction during the Holocaust and life after the war.  Also on display is 
"Inspired by Jewish Culture," a selection of art projects by students of the local Malczewski School of 
Fine Arts in Czestochowa who were motivated by the exhibition.  One student comments: "Teenagers 
came to visit and started to have a vision of how to understand Jewish history in Czestochowa. We not 
only think about Jasna Gora (Black Madonna Sanctuary), but think also about the Jews who helped build 
this city." This part of the exhibition is sponsored by Sigmund A. Rolat and the Taube Foundation for 
Jewish Life and Culture.  
 
Czestochowa, the home of the revered Catholic shrine of the Black Madonna, had a Jewish population of 
roughly 40,000 (a third of the city's total population) before the Holocaust.  Today, the number is less 
than 100.   
       
 After shows in Czestochowa and Warsaw, Poland, the Polish Consulate General in New York, and the 
Russell Senate Office Building Rotunda in Washington D.C., the exhibit will come to Walsh Gallery. The 
exhibition at Seton Hall owes thanks to the efforts of Alan M. Silberstein and his cousin Sigmund A. 
Rolat, whose families have deep roots in Czestochowa. The Jews of Czestochowa exhibition is sponsored 
by the Sister Rose Thering Endowment and is under the guidance of JoAnn Cotz, Walsh Library Gallery 
exhibition consultant.  
  
In addition to items from the original exhibit, the show will feature films including As If It 
Were Yesterday, about Rolat's wartime experiences, and I Was Lucky, about Elizabeth Mundlak (one of 
the originators of the exhibit in Poland), a Jew born in the Ghetto who was rescued by a Christian family. 
Docent-led group tours can be arranged by calling (973) 761-7294.  
 
 
At Sister Rose's invitation the exhibition will be on display at Seton Hall University.  Sister Rose Thering, 
O.P., Ph.D. professor emerita at Seton Hall is a Dominican nun who has dedicated her life to preserving 
the historical link and advocating the common purpose of Jews and Christians throughout the 
world.  The Sister Rose Thering Endowment was established in 1993 in her honor to help provide 
scholarship assistance for teachers to take graduate level courses in Jewish Christian and Holocaust 
studies. It also develops curricular resources and presents workshops for teachers in public, private and 
parochial schools.  More than 350 teachers and an estimated 150,000 students throughout New Jersey 
have benefited from the endowment since its inception.  
 
For nearly 150 years, Seton Hall University has been a catalyst for leadership, developing the whole 
student, mind, heart and spirit. Seton Hall combines the resources of a large university with the personal 
attention of a small liberal arts college.  Nationally known and respected as a leading Catholic university, 
Seton Hall embraces students of all races and religions.  
 
